MT. STERLING RESIDENTIAL FACADE
PROGRAM APPLICATION

Property Owner Name:

Property Address:

Parcel# frompropertytaxbill __ __ - - -~ (topleft corner of tax bill)
Email Address: Phone #:

Year home was built: Years residing at this address:

Are you the property owner? Yes No__

Is this your primary residence? Yes No__

Is your mortgage current? Yes No ___

Are property taxes current? Yes _ No___

**** Prior to grant finalization, the MRFP review team may request the homeowner’s prior year U.S. Federal
Tax Return.

The following items are a required portion of your application. Please attach to this page.

Valid applicant identification. (driver’s license, FOID card, state |D)
Color photographs of current fagade. (must show areas to be improved)
Proof of homeowner’s insurance. (certificate of insurance from carrier)
Proof of ownership. (copy of property tax bill, property deed)

Proof that mortgage is current. (copy of paid statement, letter from bank)
Copy of contractor’s estimate.

I o

Total estimated project costs $

Summarize the fagcade improvements of your project, if you will be completing in phases and note
work done in each phase. (include a separate page if needed)
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Please share about your financial situation and how grant funding would impact your project:
(Required to answer)

Please add any additional information you feel we should know about your project: (optional)

Date: Applicant Signature:
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Mt. Sterling Residential Facade Program (MRFP)

Frequently Asked Questions

1. What's the total amount available? Is this a block grant from HUD?

MRFP will grant up to $15,000 maximum per residential structure. This program is being funded
by the City of Mt. Sterling and the Tracy Family Foundation. There are no federal funds
associated with the program.

2. After I email my application, how do I know if my application was received?
You will receive a notification by email indicating that your application has been received.

3. Do you need pictures of everything that we would like to be repaired, and should we
attach the photos to our application?

Yes, please attach color photographs of your home, and areas that need to be improved.
4. How soon should we know about approval once the application is submitted?

It depends on your timeliness of your submission. We’ll start notifying applicants of their award
once the application has been processed. Due to the volume of applications, it may take up to a
month for final approval.

6. Do you need to own the house, and not owe a mortgage to qualify for this program?

You must be the property owner and reside in the home. However, you may have a mortgage as
long as it’s current.

7. What's the deed restriction? Does this mean I can't refinance or move from my
property?

A deed restriction is placed on property for a five-year period, and is forgiven on a pro rata basis
(20% annually) during that period. If you sell your home (or it no longer represents your primary
residence) prior to the end of the 5th year, you may have a portion of your award withheld from
your home sale proceeds (or subjected to refund).



8. Will all the work be done in this fiscal year, or will the grant program be extended if the
work takes longer than a year?

The grant will continue until funds are expended (or committed to approved projects).

9. How can I obtain a copy of the Mt. Sterling Residential Facade Program Grant
application?

You may request an application be mailed and/or emailed to you by emailing the city
administrator at mscityadmin/icasscomm.com or by simply picking up an application at City
Hall. Please remember to submit supporting documentation along with your application.

You may drop off the completed application at: Mt. Sterling City Hall, 145 W. Main, Mt.
Sterling, IL 62353 or you may email your application along with required documentation to
mscityadmin@casscomm.com



MT. STERLING RESIDENTIAL FACADE PROGRAM
GUIDELINES

I. What is the purpose of the Mt. Sterling Residential Facade Program?

The Mt. Sterling Residential Fagade Program (MRFP) is a grant program which assists
homeowners within the city limits of Mt. Sterling, Illinois with exterior improvements to their
home. Please see the checklist below for a list of ways your home might be improved. All
improvements must be exterior and visible from the street (“curb appeal”). For example, no
grant funding is available for work performed inside a backyard fence or inside your home.

The City will fund 90% of project expenses up to $15,000 per residential structure.
Facade improvement funds are available to approved applicants of owner-occupied
residential dwellings.

A deed restriction will be placed on the property for five years but forgiven on a pro rata
basis during that period. For example, if a $15,000 grant is awarded, $3,000 will be
forgiven on each anniversary of the grant award.

II. Who is eligible to apply?

Property owners who have primary residences within the city limits of Mt. Sterling and meet the
following criteria:
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Owner-occupied single-family residential properties/structure

Owner-occupied mobile and modular homes with concrete slabs and lot ownership
The home must be at least 15 years old to qualify under the program

Homeowners must fund the project and will receive MRFP funds as a reimbursement
No building code violations that cannot be addressed by the program (or before).
Current on all City taxes and fees (Real Estate, Personal Property and Water Bills etc.)
Current on mortgage

Current homeowner’s insurance is required

Flood insurance, if required

III. What are examples of the allowable improvements under the program?

General exterior improvements
Painting



« Siding

e Roofing

o Gutters

o Installation of windows or doors
s Porches

IV. What are examples of non-allowable improvements under the program?

Improvements in progress or completed prior to preliminary approval
Chain-link fencing

Landscaping

Interior work or improvements

Mechanical and HVAC systems

Murals and artwork

e Security systems (metal roll down gates, window bars, cameras, etc.)
» Improvements to rental properties

o Construction of new structures or additions
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V. How much money can I receive from the Mt. Sterling Residential Facade
Program?

e The maximum amount available for any approved application is $15,000.
* One grant per residence

V1. How is my application prioritized?

Applications are prioritized based on both objective and subjective criteria, including, but not
limited to the following;:

» Impact on neighborhood/curb appeal after completion
« Homeowner personal investment in the project

» Homeowner’s financial needs*

¢ Timeliness and completeness of application

*Prior to grant finalization, the MRFP review team may request the homeowner’s prior year US
federal tax information.

Applications are considered on a first come, first served basis during the “application window”.
VIIL. Are there any restrictions?

Funding is available until program funds are depleted or have been committed to approved
projects. Grants are awarded to applicants who have provided a complete application package
and have received approval.



All recipients of the Mt. Sterling Residential Fagade Program are required to sign a Grant
Agreement. This document will establish the conditions of approval and terms of grant
disbursement. Grants are for use on residential structures only.

VIII. What documents are required to apply for the Mt. Sterling Residential Facade
Program?

To be considered for the Mt. Sterling Residential Fagade Program, applicants must submit all the
following documents to the City Administrator’s office at City Hall.
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Completed application form

Valid applicant identification

Color photographs of current fagade (must show areas to be improved)
Proof of homeowner’s insurance

Proof of ownership

Proof mortgage is current

Copy of contractor’s estimate

IX. What happens after I turn in my application?

Once an application has been submitted along with the appropriate documentation, it will
be reviewed by the MRFP review board to ensure that it meets the minimum
requirements.

If the minimum requirements are met, the MRFP review board will use the prioritization
criteria to determine whether the project can be funded. The applicant homeowner will be
notified by the MRFP review board whether their project was selected for funding.

If the project is selected for funding, the terms of the Grant Agreement will be explained
to the homeowner by the MRFP review board.

At least one representative from the MRFP review board will conduct a site visit to
thoroughly review the proposed improvements and approve the contractor that will
complete the improvements.

If the applicant proposes to provide qualified labor “in-kind”, it cannot exceed the lesser
of 25% of budgeted project costs or $2,500 based on $25/hour.

Once the site visit is complete, and the homeowner signs the Grant Agreement, the fagade
improvement project can begin.

The homeowner will engage the selected contractor and manage all aspects of the
contractor relationship, including any changes in scope and overages. The homeowner
and/or contractor will also be responsible for obtaining necessary permits and passing
necessary inspections.

Upon completion of the project, at least one representative from the MRFP review board
will perform a final inspection to ensure that the proposed improvements have been
completed. The homeowner must also provide before and after pictures of the
improvements.

Once the project has been completed and all receipts of expenses have been shown to the
MREP review board, the grant payment will be issued to the homeowner.



**The City recommends grant recipients consult their tax advisors regarding any funds
received under this program.

Who can I contact if I have more questions?
Vada Yingling

City of Mt. Sterling

217-773-2513
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